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St. John Lutheran Church comes together to love 
God and one another, serve others and share God’s 

word.  We do these things by God’s Grace that 
comes through the death and resurrection of His 

Son, Jesus Christ 

Sunday Morning Worship at 10AM 
Sunday school at 11:15AM 
Sunday Adult Bible Study at 6PM 
Choir Practice on Mondays at 7PM (Sept-May) 

St. John Lutheran, Ingomar · 2139 Enterprise Rd. · P.O. Box 32 
West Alexandria, OH 45381 

937-839-5321 · www.stjohningomar.org 
   stjohningomar@swohio.twcbc.com  · find us on Facebook· 

New Pastor Called 
Good news! Pastor Kevin Scheuller has officially signed the Letter of Call to serve as pastor at 
St. John and Trinity in Lewisburg! He was called by the congregation on December 15th after 
being interviewed and recommended by the Council and Call Committee in November. Pastor 
Kevin will begin office hours the week of January 13th with his first Sunday as January 19th.  
We are excited to have him as leader of our congregation!  

A revelation of grace  
by Aaron Fuller 

On Jan. 6 the Western church observes Epiphany, the revelation of Jesus to the magi, who represent all nations. The Time after 
Epiphany is marked by more revelation stories in our lectionary, telling of Jesus’ baptism, his turning water into wine at Cana, 
and his controversial proclamations in his hometown. 

Often this message gets lost on us. Epiphany and the time after it seem like a pit stop in the liturgical year between the two big-
gest church seasons. As a result, we aren’t as attentive to the power of this season’s Gospel texts. But if we listen carefully, they 
off er something important to consider. 

I’m stationed in Germany, ministering as a Navy chaplain to men and women returning from yearlong deployments. While I 
help them make sense of their deployment and plan for reintegration into the U.S., I frequently hear them describe their experi-
ences in terms of “good” or “bad.” In the U.S., one only has to turn on the TV, log in to social media and, sadly, listen to others 
and ourselves talk at and about each other to hear this rhetoric of “good” and “bad.” But as Lutherans, we don’t see the world in 
terms of “either/or” but rather as “both/and.” We believe in a God of grace. In my ministry, I’ve interpreted this as a “third way” 
to think about life. 

What if Epiphany is about the revelation of a third way? That Jesus reveals to us a new approach to living. That the world isn’t 
divided into “good” or “bad”: red or blue, evangelical or mainline, nationalist or socialist. We’re fundamentally human—
tragically flawed but infinitely loved by God. 

I believe our baptismal identity is calling us into places we neither expect nor want to go. I believe miracles and fulfillment of 
prophetic texts aren’t just means to prove Jesus is the Son of God, but rather are powerful examples that tune us into the ways 
Jesus is present today and bringing us together. 

Looking at life in the U.S. from across the ocean has convinced me that our witness as Lutherans is crucial to a hurting world. 
We must take our cue from Jesus, insisting to those bent on division that we belong to God and we belong to each other. In this 
revelation, grace shines through and healing, connection and hope can flourish. 

If this season is a time of revelation, then there’s no better time to open our eyes to the God of grace in our midst and embrace 
Jesus’ challenging, hopeful call to love and serve our neighbors. 

Aaron Fuller is serving as a Navy chaplain in Germany. After August 2019, he’ll return to his bi-vocational role as pastor and 
Navy Reserve chaplain. 
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Help provide a safe and fun place for kids to heal from the Dayton 
Memorial Day tornadoes! 

Peace Lutheran Church in Beavercreek, Ohio is hosting the first of five Camp Noah weeks for 
elementary children who have been impacted by the Memorial Day Tornados. 

On Memorial Day 2019, nineteen tornados tore through the Miami Valley leaving a path of 
destruction in their wake. We are busy rebuilding our community, but we also need to support 
the mental and emotional health of children who are still struggling to cope with this natural 

disaster and other traumatic events in 2019. The Dayton Conference of the Southern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, in partnership with Lutheran Social Services of Central Ohio, and Lutheran Disaster Response-US, have 
already committed 25% of the necessary funding to bring Camp Noah to the Miami Valley to help our children continue to 
rebuild and heal. 

Camp Noah is a week-long day camp for children in K-5th grade who survived the Memorial Day tornados in our community. 
Camp Noah provides a safe, caring, and fun environment where children build resiliency skills within the familiarity of their 
own communities. Camp Noah utilizes a proven curriculum designed to help children process their disaster and/or trauma 
experience through creative activities and play. In this safe and supportive setting, children are encouraged to face their fears, 
grieve their losses, identify and share their unique gifts and talents, and plan for an amazing future. Further information about 
Camp Noah and their mission to bring hope and healing to communities that have been impacted by disaster can be found at 
https://www.lssmn.org/campnoah/about-us. 

Together, we hope to hold five different camps around the Miami Valley for approximately 250 children in the area to help 
process the events of this past summer, gain lifelong resiliency skills, and be better prepared for another natural disaster. The 
first Camp Noah is already scheduled for March 23-27, 2020 at Peace Lutheran Church in Beavercreek, Ohio. 

With your donations, big and small, we can bring Camp Noah to the Miami Valley and positively impact the lives of our 
children. 100% of your donations will go directly to support Miami Valley Camp Noah sessions. 

$6,250 – Allows us to set a date for one session of Camp Noah in the Miami Valley. 

$500 – Allows one camper to attend Camp Noah. 

$150 – Provides a camper with all the needed supplies and material for the week. 

$50 - Provides a camper with their own Preparedness Backpack. 

$10 - Provides a camper with their own Camp Noah t-shirt. 

Your generosity will give local children the opportunity to learn resiliency skills which will last for a lifetime. Donations should 
be directed to Pr. Carey Hovland at Peace Lutheran Church, noting “Camp Noah” in the check memo line. Donations 
can also be made online at https://www.peacebeavercreek.org/ under the “Camp Noah” tab. 

Together, we can support our community in rebuilding and strengthening our future. Thank you for your thoughtful 
consideration. 

NEWS FROM THE SOUTHERN OHIO SYNOD 

You're invited to the 29th annual Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day of Learning on Jan 20, 2020 at Capital U 

On Monday, January 20, 2020, Capital University will proudly host the 
29th annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Learning. This year we 
will commemorate the life and legacy of Dr. King through the theme of 
A Vision For Action.  On behalf of our planning committee, I would like 
to cordially invite you to attend. 

Achea Redd, a Mental Health Advocate and Author of BE FREE BE 
YOU, has been selected to give the Gay S. Steele Keynote Ad-
dress.  Capital faculty, staff, and students as well as community leaders, 
will lead presentations relevant to Dr. King’s work.  
  
Please note that all of the events, with the exception of the Jazz Lunch-
eon, are free and open to the public. For those who would like to attend 
the luncheon, tickets will be sold in the Harry C. Moores Student Union 
from 7:30 am-11 am. 
 
For a full schedule of events please visit https://www.capital.edu/mlk-
day/.  
 
If you have any additional questions or would like to request special ac-
commodations, please call 614.236.6367. 

https://www.lssmn.org/campnoah/about-us.
https://www.peacebeavercreek.org/


 JANUARY WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS (Service time returns to 9AM) 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

THANK YOU 

I would like to send a special thank you to the 
Christmas carolers.  It was very inspirational.  
The poinsettia is beautiful.  It lifted by spirits.   

 

Thank you again, 

Janet Ferguson 

Cindy and I would like to thank all of our St. John 
family members for the many well wishes, cards, 
thoughts and prayers before and after my surgery. 
Special thanks to Stephanie for the wheels. It has 
greatly improved my mobility.  

Hope to see you soon. Steve Dafler  

I would like to thank the members of St John for 
their most generous Christmas gift.  It was very 
kind of you and much appreciated. 

 

Erin Utsinger 

We would like to thank everyone for all the get well 
cards for Mary.  It was very thoughtful of you.  Also, 
we would like to send a special thank you to all the 
Christmas carolers that came to our house.  We 
enjoyed hearing the wonderful music, and thank you 
for the beautiful poinsettia. 

 

Love, Mary and Mut 

January 5:  Second Sunday of Christmas 

Service of the Word:  Deacon, Linda Kruse 

God with us: the incarnation of the Word 

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in a 
human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the 
beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among 
us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the 
bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth.  

January 12:  Baptism of Our Lord 

Holy Communion: Pastor William Funk 

Revelation of Christ as God’s servant 

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this great 
epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth 
justice and be a light to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, 
anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim 
good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing.  

January 19: Second Sunday after Epiphany 

Holy Communion 

Revelation of Christ as the Lamb of God 

Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world and the one anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy we come and see Christ 
revealed among us in word and meal. We go forth to invite others to come and worship the Holy 
One and to receive the gifts of grace and peace made known among us.  

January 26:  Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Service of the Word 

Revelation of Christ as a prophet 

Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus the 
kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. We see 
this light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are oppressed by 
sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather around the word, the font, and the holy table. 
We are then sent to share the good news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and 
mercy.  

*The Word in Season Devotional for January-March 2020 is at the back of the church. 

Twin Valley Community Local School 
District would like to thank you for 
assisting families with Christmas gifts 
this year.  It is because of generous 
organizations like you, that we are able 
to assist families in need.  We appreciate 
your love and support this holiday 
season.                          

                                                               
                                                        Sincerely,  
                                                        Allie Shafer, Community School Liaison 



Tuesday, January 28, 2020 

NEWS FROM ORGANIZATIONS WHOSE MISSIONS WE SUPPORT 

HIT FOUNDATION 
The two painted houses pictured here painted by 
local children, H.I.T. Foundation Affordable 
Housing clients, staff, and community 
supporters. 

These, along with 28 
others, were used as 
centerpieces at their 
HOMEcoming Gala. Each 
represent one night at the 
Homeless Shelter for one 
person in need of a warm, 

dry, place to stay. 

For a suggested donation of $67, you can take 
home one of the unique houses! In return, you 
will have provided 24 hours for a street homeless adult or child to stay 
in our homeless shelter.  To see what other houses are available visit 
the HIT Foundation Facebook page or call 937-472-0500. 

The Bistro’s Hours 
Mon.– Thurs.  
11AM-2PM 

 
Friday & Saturday 

Closed 
 

Sunday 
10AM-2PM 

PREBLE COUNTY BOARD OF DD 

                                      COUGARS HOME GAMES  

                                Jan. 6:  versus Darke County 

                                Jan. 20: versus Montgomery County 

                                Feb. 29:  Cougars vs. Generals 

 All games start at 6:30pm 

Home games are at the Eaton First Church of God 

601 East Lexington Rd., Eaton 

For more information, contact Tim Lane at  

937-248-6203. 

Instead of a White Elephant gift exchange, the Eaton 
Community Church BASICS small group held an auction 
of items that group members were ready to part with but 
that others wanted. The bidding was intense, and at the end 
of the night, funds were raised and split between two non-
profits, Birthright was one of the recipients. What a 
creative way to have some fun and benefit your favorite 
charity! Thanks to the BASICS group for your generous 
donation. 

FROM BIRTHRIGHT OF EATON 

COMMUNITY CHURCH NEWS 

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL 

W.A.  Church of the Brethren 

Jan. 8 from 5-6:30pm 

22 E. Oak St. 

FOOD BANK-January 5 

Items needed are pancake mix, tuna, pork & 
beans, and shampoo.  

OPPORTUNITIES TO LOVE, SERVE, & 
SHARE 



CHURCH REPORTS 

Next Council Meeting – Jan. 8, 2020 at 7pm 
 

2020 Church Council 
Council President – TBD 
Vice-President – TBD 
Treasurer – Stephanie Cotterman 
Minutes – Erin Utsinger 

Members: 
Mandy Arnett, Mut Buettner, Steve Dafler, 
Stephanie Cotterman, Melissa Collins, Al 

Souleyrette, & Nancy Wright 

November 2018 Council meeting minutes  

will be published in the February  

newsletter once approved at the January 

meeting. 

 

WELCA 

 

President Judy Erbaugh called the meeting to 
order with 8 members present. Lorey Collins 
presented the lesson. Donation were designated 
to Cops and Kids, Allie Shafer, ELCA Good 
Gifts And Ty's Christmas fund for Children's 
Hospital. Topics discussed were: Thank 
Offering, Christmas caroling, Families for 
Christmas, donation of ice cream freezer/server, 
Nov homeless meal and upcoming Rotary meals.  

 

Respectfully, 

Secretary, Jan Spitler 

Next Meeting–January 9, 2020 at 7pm 
2020 WELCA Officers  

 
President – Judy Erbaugh 

Vice – President – Earla Donaldson 
Secretary – Jan Spitler 

Treasurer – Becky Stockslager 
 

2020 DATES TO REMEMBER 
WELCA Meetings – 2nd Thurs. of month @7pm 

Women’s Council LLS – 3rd Tues. of month 
Rotary – Mondays in May & June 

Retired Teachers Lunch – April, June, Sept. & 
November 

 
A complete schedule is located on our website. 

                      SAFETY AND SECURITY 

No minutes 

   

 

 
Next Meeting – TBA 

 
Safety & Security Committee Members 

Steve Dafler (facilitator), Lorey Collins, Fulton 
Collins, Randy Ingram, and Karen Studebaker 

OUTREACH & IDEAS 

No minutes 

  

 
 

Next Meeting – TBA 

Outreach & Ideas Members:  Lorey Collins 
(facilitator), Bob Combs, Scott Hittle, Mark 

McKinley, and June Souleyrette 

                                                    SLEEP MAT PROJECT 

CAP-8 Preble County YWCA 
Domestic Violence 
Shelter-14 

Triumphant Life-8 Jeremiah’s Letter-61 PATH (Miami 
Valley Housing)-
37 
  

Total Mats 
Completed: 
309 

HIT -21 SOS WELCA in kind gifts-6 Other-16 Open Arms Ministry-49 Sample-1   

Homefull-37 W. Alex Food Bank-1 Rhonda-21 Original Church of God-4 Not delivered-32 
  

  

Next Meeting – Jan. 18, 2020, 9-11am 

Organizers:  Jan Spitler & Carolyn Studebaker 



 

FROM OUR MISSIONARIES-THE VOGE FAMILY 





Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Ushers                 
Bob Combs 
Buster Eby 
Scott Hittle 
Dave Weaver 
 
AG: Lorey Collins 
CA:  Lorey Collins 

 
 

 1 2 3 4 
 

5 Epiphany 

Service of the Word 
M: Carol McKinley 

A: Lucas & Olivia Erbaugh 

LR: Chris Ingram 

G: Paul & Marna Beneke 
  

6 

Choir 

7pm  

  

 

7 

Worship & 
Music 

7pm 

8 

 
Council 

7pm 

9 
 

WELCA  
7pm 

10 11 
 

12 Baptism of Our Lord 

Holy Communion 
M: Jenny Dawson 
A: Ellie Arnett 
LR: Mark McKinley 

G: Stephanie C. & Earla D. 
 
 

13 

Choir  

7pm 

14 15 16 17 18 
Sleep Mat 

9-11am 
  

19 Epiphany 2 

Holy Communion 

M:  Mandy Arnett 
A:  Ellie Arnett 
LR: Lorey Collins 

G: Chris I. & Sarah K. 

20 
Office Closed 

In honor of 
MLK Day 

 

Choir 

7pm 

21 22 23 
 

 

24 25 

26 Epiphany 3 

Service of the Word 

M:  Carol McKinley 

A:  Lucas & Olivia Erbaugh 

LR: Stephanie Cotterman 

G: Lorey C. & Fulton C. 

 
 

27 
 

Choir 

7pm 

28 

 

29 30 
 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

31  

JANUARY 2020 
Worship time 9AM 


